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Lesson 3 – Piet Mondrian


Aim
	To look at the work of Piet Mondrian and recreate it using the Lines template.

Success criteria
	I can describe the main features on Piet Mondrian’s work.

	I can use 2Paint a Picture to create my own art based upon his style.

Resources


	Examples of work by the artist Piet Mondrian – there is a PowerPoint presentation and a file of pictures for you to look at.
	Mondrian fact file from Appendix 3; this can be found at them bottom of this lesson plan.
	There are two 2Dos for you to complete – My Mondrian Artwork and Piet Mondrian (fact file). 

Activities
1. Firstly, use the PowerPoint presentation provided and the pdf document of pictures to look at some examples of work by Piet Mondrian during his later years as an artist in the style that he is most famous for. You can also read more about Piet Mondrian in the Appendix at the bottom of this lesson plan. Some of his most famous pictures are Broadway Boogie Woogie and Composition with Red, Yellow and Blue.

2. Can you describe what they all have in common? Mondrian liked to work with blocks of colour using mainly black and the three primary colours – red, blue and yellow.

3. Open the 2Do called ‘My Mondrian Artwork’. Can you work out the template to use for this lesson? Open the Lines template.

5. This template will only allow drawing in straight lines or filling areas. Begin by selecting a black colour and experiment with varying the thickness of the line using the slider at the bottom left of the screen. Once you have drawn all your lines, you can choose a colour and fill in an area the paint pot.

6. Once you have spent some time experimenting, you can save your project if you are happy with it, or create a new one by clicking on the menu button and choosing New. Try to create your own picture in the style of Mondrian using just black, red, blue and yellow.

7. Remember to always save your finished work in your online work folder by clicking on the Save button and entering a name for their piece before clicking Save. Plus, don’t forget to Hand In your work to me so that I can mark it. Thank you.

8. Extension exercise.

Open the second 2Do called ‘Piet Mondrian’. You should complete it in a similar way to last week’s extension activity on pointillism.






Appendix 3 – Mondrian Fact File



Piet Mondrian was a Dutch artist born in 1872. His father and uncle were both artists, so he was surrounded by art from an early age.

He started out as an artist painting in a similar style to that of most artists at the time: landscapes using the pointillist and impressionist styles.

He then travelled to Paris and saw different styles of art that were more abstract. He saw the cubist style of Picasso. He started to change his style to be more abstract.

Abstract art

Abstract art is not art of a recognizable scene. It is often painted from the artist’s emotions and the colours and shapes that the artist feels showed those emotions. The artist would want to make the viewer experience those emotions when they looked at the art. Some abstract artists carefully plan their work and others paint straight from their feelings.

Have you ever tried to create art when listening to an emotional piece of music or when feeling especially sad or happy?


Mondrian was visiting his home in the Netherlands when World War I began and he was unable to return to Paris so he had to remain at home. Here, he developed his ideas about shape and colour.

The name of the movement that he is most famous for is the De Stijl movement. He was very interested in shape and especially in straight lines.

One of his most famous paintings is called Composition with Red, Yellow and Blue. This shows a grid of straight black lines (not diagonal) with rectangles coloured in primary colours.

He moved to London in 1938 as World War II came to Paris. He later moved to New York, where he painted Broadway Boogie Woogie. This painting is representative of the grids of streets in Manhattan, with the ‘dancing’ colours representing the Boogie Woogie music that he loved.

He wanted to reduce objects to their basic shapes and colours. To do this, he used lines and primary colours (red, blue and yellow). You can try ‘seeing’ a similar effect by squinting your eyes until what you are looking at blurs so you can just see the main lines and colours.

His paintings became so famous that their style is used in architecture, advertising and clothing even to this day.


