RE Term Six – Kingdom of God (What kind of king is Jesus?)

Lesson One
LQ: Where is the Kingdom of God?

Lots of people say that the point of our lives is to make the world a better place; to leave it better than we found it.
Do you think that this can be done? If so, how?
Task One
Think about and answer these three questions:
1. Which are the worst problems that the world faces today?
2. Who do you know of who has done something to make one of these problems less awful? (Could be people in the past or the present.) Think about religious people, scientists, inventor, political activists, good role models, leaders of charities, etc.)
3. How, in the next 50 years (i.e. within your lifetime), could we make the world a better place? Who will do this and how?
Now I would like you to read the following statement and think about it:
Do Christians think that Jesus came to Earth to get people into Heaven, or to make the world more like Heaven?
Christians believe that both these statements are true and some of Jesus’s parables explore these ideas in more detail – we will be looking at some of them in our next lesson.
One other place where the ‘Kingdom of God’ is mentioned is in The Lord’s Prayer. In particular the lines ‘Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.’
This part of the prayer asks that Earth will become more like Heaven. For Christians, Heaven is a place full of love, with no tears of sorrow: people in Heaven do what God wants. But is this the case on Earth?
Task Two
Paste a copy of The Lord’s Prayer in your book or write it out yourself if you prefer. Then write a list of ten things found on Earth which would not be found in Heaven. This could include both concrete nouns (e.g. pollution) and abstract nouns (e.g. hate).
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Once you have finished, please email me your work to look at and mark. Thank you.

Extension Work
If you would like to do a little more, choose one of these tasks:
1. Explain what is meant by some of the lines in The Lord’s Prayer such as:
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name. (What is meant by ‘hallowed’?)
Give us today our daily bread. (Is this just literally bread/food or something more?)
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

It might help to imagine that you are explaining these lines to a much younger child, using very clear and simple language.

2. Find out when and where in the Bible The Lord’s Prayer can be found. (You many find it in two places.) Who created this prayer and who did he instruct to use it? 

3. Find out more about one of the people that you listed in Task One and create a fact file on them including a photo and a list of their achievements. Explain why you chose this particular person to research.
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