RE Term Six – Kingdom of God (What kind of king is Jesus?)

Lesson Four
LQ: How do Christians work to create the Kingdom of God on Earth?

Last week we looked at the many different ways in which Jesus wanted the Kingdom of Earth to flourish on Earth. We did this by studying two Christian hymns and by looking for evidence in them. We managed to find examples of all these positive messages of Christianity in just two hymns:
· kindness
· humility
· courage
· determination
· love
· joy
· hope
· accepting people for who they are
· helping those less fortunate than ourselves
· perseverance
· doing God’s will
· salvation
· immortality and eternity

Today we are going to examine how Christians actively try to create the Kingdom of God on Earth.  They do this in many ways, including worship, but one very important way is through charity work. 
As we learnt from The Parable of the Great Feast, the great man (God) welcomed anyone who accepted his message (that Jesus was his son) to attend the feast, no matter is they were poor, disadvantaged, sick or disabled.
The same is true of Christians today who reach out to people less fortunate than themselves and try to help them to improve their lives. Not only are they spreading the message of Christ, they are also doing their bit to create God’s Kingdom on Earth.
We are going to look briefly at three Christian charities and learn how they help others less fortunate than themselves. As you watch and read, think about which of the virtues listed above can be seen in their work. 
Task One
Watch this video 
Samaritan's Purse - Operation Christmas Child
and this one too
The Salvation Army - Faith in Action
You may also like to find out about how another Christian charity helps prisoners by looking at their website here
The Prison Fellowship

Now, for each charity, write down all the ways in which they help people. How many of these reflect the virtues in our list above? Can you write down a virtue and match an action to it? 
For example, for Kindness, Hope, Love and Joy you could explain that by giving a Christmas box to children who have very little, Operation Christmas Child brings a little of all these things into their lives.

Task Two (optional)
Now choose one of the charities you have studied today and create an advert to encourage Christians to support your chosen charity. You should design your advert on a piece of plain paper and it should include the following elements:
· the charity’s name and logo
· a few examples of the things the charity does to help others (in words and pictures)
· a call to action to get people engaged (e.g. Can you help? We need your help NOW! Spread the word of God through love and action! Donate now!)
· Contact details of how to get involved (telephone number and website address)
If you want some ideas, use Google to search for ‘Christian charity poster design’ and you will find lots of examples.
Make your poster bright, colourful and eye-catching, but keep it as simple as possible. (Too much information to easily take in will put people off reading it.)

When you have finished, please email me copies of your work to look at.
