RE Term Six – Kingdom of God (What kind of king is Jesus?)

Lesson Three
LQ: What do Christians believe the Kingdom of God should be like? (What evidence can we find in Christian hymns?)

Back in lesson one, we discussed in class what God’s kingdom should be like. We looked at the problems we have in the world today and what we could do to make it a better place. So what kind of world was Jesus seeking? What kinds of things would Jesus want to change? Think about things you discovered in lessons one and two. You can also look at the list of ideas we came up with in class in lesson one at the bottom of this document.

Christian hymns often reflect how Jesus would like to be, so we are going to study two in particular today – ‘Lord of the Dance’ and ‘Down to Earth’ and look for evidence in them.

Task One
Read the words of the two hymns on the attached document and watch them on YouTube as well if you like using these two links:
Lord of the Dance
Down To Earth (This is only a short clip of the beginning of the song)
Think carefully about the words and meanings in each of the hymns – they can sometime be read in more than one way (For instance, ‘Down to Earth could literally mean that Jesus came down to Earth, but it also describes his as well – he was a ‘down to Earth’ in that he lived on Earth as an ordinary human rather than a god.)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Stick a copy of each hymn in your book leaving enough room around it to add comments. Then highlight and explain words and phrases that explain what kind of kingdom Jesus wanted to build on Earth. For instance, you may think that ‘I am the Lord of the Dance’ is a way of saying Jesus ‘I am the leader (Lord) who will show you how to live in God’s kingdom (the Dance) if you follow me’. 
There are many positive themes in these hymns, including kindness, humility, courage, determination, love, friendship, forgiveness, accepting people for who they are, helping those less fortunate than ourselves, joy, doing God’s will, immortality and eternity. See if you can find evidence for these, plus any others that you can think of.
Make sure that through your answers you can answer today’s LQ.
As usual, please send me your work to look at.
Challenge
Create a word cloud picture using as many words as you can to describe the Kingdom of God (it is best to use single words and the closer to the top a word is, the more dominant it will be in your word cloud).
Here is an example I made:
[image: ]
Visit this site and remember to save your work so that you can send me a copy.
Wordart Website
or
Choose one of the hymns we have studied today. Write one or two new verses for your chosen hymn that Christians would sing to reflect the kind of king that Jesus might be and the kingdom he wants for us.

How in the next 50 years (your lifetimes) could we make the world a better place?

· Raising awareness of issues through protests
· Setting up and running charities
· Ensuring a good education for every child
· Ensure the survival of endangered species
· Helping the elderly
· Reducing electricity usage and using/developing renewable sources of energy
· Improving life for own families and communities
· Recycling as much as possible and developing new bio-degradable packaging
· Using and developing electrical means of transport
· Planting more trees
· Buying only sustainable food products (i.e. no palm oil) and buying local wherever possible to reduce air miles
· Adopting an animal
· Growing your own produce
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