RE Term Six – Kingdom of God (What kind of king is Jesus?)

Lesson Two
LQ: What do the parables teach us about Jesus and the Kingdom of God?

Jesus told lots of parables which begin: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like…’
We are going to look at one of these in details and explore its meanings carefully.
What is the Kingdom of God?

Task One
Read the parable called The Feast from Luke 14:12-24. Do you have any comments, feelings, ideas or questions about this story? Write them down if you do. 
Now read these prompts to help you better understand the meaning of this parable:
· Is the feast Heaven, or is it a banquet on Earth?
· Is the man giving the feast similar to God, or to Jesus?
· Why do the rich and successful people make excuses?
· When Jesus came to Earth, it was not the priests or holy, religious people who welcomed him, but the commoners and the outsiders: how does this connect to the parable?
· Was Jesus teaching that everyone is welcome if they want to be part of his Kingdom?
· Is Heaven more like a feast or a party than anything else?
· How would the different people in his audience feel about the story?
Then think about and try to answer these questions:
1. Who do you think Jesus was talking to?
2. Why did he tell this story?
3. What do you think he meant by the story?
You can use the worksheet provided to explain the meaning of the story.
When you have written your answers, you may like to read the second document which gives an explanation of its meaning and compare this to your answers.
Task Two
Look at the sheet called ‘What kind of king was Jesus?’ Print it and complete it in your own words please.
You could also look at and answer the questions at the bottom of the sheet if you wish.
Challenge
There is a second parable on your story sheet called ‘The Parable of the Tenants’. Read this and try to explain its meaning in your own words.  Here are some clues to help you:
a. In the Old Testament, the people of God in the nation of Israel are compared to God’s vineyard.
b. In John’s gospel, Jesus is called the Son of God.
c. The chief priests were Jesus’s enemies – they were jealous because he was so popular, and disagreed with him about religion.
d. The Old Testament called the Prophets ‘Servants of the Lord’.
e. The chief priests arrested Jesus and he was killed a few days later.




