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	To be read in conjunction with other related risk assessments & policies/procedures.
NB:  It is accepted that this risk benefit assessment is applicable to everyone attending the programme.

	Name of person compiling this risk benefit assessment: Dan File

	Please state the benefits to the children of offering this experience? 
Relaxation and well-being, warmth, focal point, experiencing fire in a safe, controlled environment, selection of appropriate materials, understanding suitability and fire that is fit for purpose, teamwork and communication, sense of achievement, knowledge development of how a fireworks, knowledge of fire safety, managing risk, fine and gross motor skills and life skills.

	Probability Score:
1. <5% chance that it will occur – very unlikely
2. 25% chance that it will occur
3. 50% chance that it will occur
4. 75% chance that it will occur
5. >95% chance that it will occur – very likely
	Severity Score
1. Not serious – no first aid required
2. Minor Injury – requiring basic first aid
3. Injury – requiring non immediate professional medical attention
4. Serious injury/multiple injuries – requiring immediate medical attention
5. Major accident – multiple injuries or fatality
	Calculate the risk levels:
The rating is calculated from the probability multiplied by the severity which will give a rating between 1 & 25.
Our company will not be carrying out any activities deemed to have a revised rating of over 12 as they are deemed too dangerous even with control measures in place.

	Hazard
	Harm
	Risk Rating prior to control measures
(Probability x Severity = )
	Control measures to reduce the risk and actioned by whom?
	Revised  Risk Rating (Probability x Severity =  )

	Shelter catching light
	Burns, potential fire spreading
	3x5=15
	· Shelter checked regularly for debris in roof area
· Shelter high enough and fire small enough so embers do not reach roof covering
	1x5=5

	Behaviour of Group
	Severe Burns
Slip/trip/sprains
	3x5=15
	· All participants given full safety briefing and fire safety rules when first sitting around the fire circle and practiced before the fire is lit.  
· The above is repeated each time the campfire is lit.
· Participants are reminded to walk around the outside of the seats rather than cross the fire pit area
· Only 4 participants tending the fire at any one time


	1x5=5

	Hazard
	Harm
	Risk Rating prior to control measures
(Probability x Severity = )
	Control measures to reduce the risk and actioned by whom?
	Revised  Risk Rating (Probability x Severity =  )

	Wood selection
	Potential carcinogenic/
respiratory issues
	5x5=25
	· FSL to ensure nontoxic wood is supplied and burnt on the camp fire
	1x5=5

	Smoke Inhalation

	Respiratory Problems
	3x5=15
	· FSL to brief participants that they can move seats away from the smoke if they wish – they do not need to stay put if the smoke is billowing towards them!
	1x5=5

	Unsuitable Clothing/long hair

	Burns
	4x5=20
	· Participants reminded (according to safety briefing) to make sure that scarves and dangling clothes are not worn when tending the fire
· To ensure that long hair is tied back when tending fire
· To ensure that synthetic gloves are not worn when tending the fire
· Fire blanket to be in place during all fires 
	1x5=5

	Bags and belongings inside fire circle 
	Sprains/burns
	4x5=20
	· Participants are reminded to keep fire pit area clear and all belongings outside of the seating area
	1x5=5

	Unsuitable burning material

	Combustion/
Explosion/
respiratory
	5x5=25
	· In safety briefing participants told what is suitable/not suitable burning material 
· Participants reminded not to put anything on the fire without supervision.
	1x5=5

	Fire Pit location
	Forest Fire
Burns
	5x5=25
	· Fire pit to only be sited on non-combustible surfaces ie fire bricks.
· Fires not to be lit in Pine Woods/Peat soil types
	1x5=5

	Fire Pit surround
	Forest Fire
Burns
	5x5=25
	· Granite blocks used to surround the fire pit area

	1x5=5

	Flames
	Burns
	5x4=16
	· Fire built suitable for purpose
· Fire kept under control
· Participants following full safety procedures re positioning, tending
	1x4=4

	Hazard
	Harm
	Risk Rating prior to control measures
(Probability x Severity = )
	Control measures to reduce the risk and actioned by whom?
	Revised  Risk Rating (Probability x Severity =  )

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Weather

	Burns
Forest Fire
	5x5=25
	· Forest School Leader to be responsible for checking weather forecast
· Screens used to help restrict wind
· If winds gather speed to a dangerous level when the fire is lit, then the fire will be put out
· If the winds are at a dangerous level – the fire will not be lit
	1x5=5

	Extinguishing the fire
	Steam burns
Ash burns
	4x5=20
	· The FSL or designated fire trained person extinguishes the fire safely
	1x5=5

	
Any further information which needs to be noted:
· The camp fire is the total responsibility of the qualified Forest School Leader to ensure the fire is safely managed 
· The Forest School Leader can delegate another person who is fire management trained (ie another qualified Level 3 FS Leader, Level 2 Assistant FS Leader, KCC Camp Fire Management trained) to manage the fire
· All safety equipment must be checked and serviced regularly
· This risk benefit assessment accompanies the Elham Primary School policy & procedures for Forest School including camp fire lighting and cooking over a campfire

Please note – Elham CofE Primary School operate under a dynamic risk assessing process which is the continuous process of identifying hazards, assessing risk, taking action to eliminate or reduce risk, monitoring and reviewing, in the rapidly changing environment of the natural world



	Signed:	

	Position:
	Date:


This assessment is reviewed annually unless accident/incident occurs requiring immediate review.
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