LI: to recognise and use modal verbs
Activity One
Copy each sentence into your book. Identify the modal verb in each sentence below by underlining it in a different colour.
1. Amy should be in for nine o’clock.
2. John will fetch the car from the garage.
3. Steve could get some chicken for tonight’s dinner.
4. Aaron ought to go home straight after Scouts.
5. Barry won’t be having chips tonight.
6. Harry may go to the cinema later.
7. Tom can play football very well.
8. Megan would buy some sweets if she had some money.
Activity Two
Rewrite each sentence, changing the modal verb so that the possibility/probability in the sentence is different.
1. Mum could cook fish fingers and chips for tea this evening.
2. I will go swimming tomorrow evening.
3. Mrs Godden won’t be meeting her friends at the weekend.
4. Sam may eat a cheese and ham sandwich for lunch.
5. Susie ought to brush her teeth before going to bed.
6. Amy must put on her coat before going outside.
7. Sara might do her homework before watching television.
8. Children should always listen carefully to the teacher.
Activity Three
Create your own sentences using the modal verbs below:
can
would
will
must
may
won’t
should 
ought to
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Extension Activity

A modal verb is a helper verb that expresses possibility, necessity and obligation. Modal adverbs are often added to modal verbs to add to their meaning.

In the first sentence underline the MODAL VERB.  Remember, modal verbs are made ‘negative’ by adding the word ‘not’.

In a different colour, in the second sentence underline the MODAL VERB in one colour and the MODAL ADVERB in another colour.

1. You can’t have said that to her!
2. Surely you can’t have said that to her!

1. I might tell you all about it.
2. I might just tell you all about it.

1. You shouldn’t have gone to so much trouble.
2. You really shouldn’t have gone to so much trouble.

1. I will call you tomorrow.
2. I will definitely call you tomorrow.

1. You can’t be serious!
2. You can’t possibly be serious.

1. She must have forgotten it.
2. She obviously must have forgotten it.

1. He could help us a lot.
2. He could probably help us a lot

1. I can’t remember when I first met her.
2. I can’t exactly remember when I first met her.

1. You should take up that course.
2. You should absolutely take up that course.

Now write some sentences of your own using a modal verb and a modal adverb.

1.____________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________________

4.____________________________________________________________________

5.____________________________________________________________________

6.____________________________________________________________________
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