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It is a hugely busy time at school, with trips, visitors and events all filling up the calendar.  

A huge thank you to Gemma Iverson and Louis Rolfe. Gemma and Louis have been working at our 
school over the last 6 weeks, as part of their Primary Education BA at Canterbury Christ Church 

University. It has been a pleasure to host them both and they have been an asset during their time 
here. We wish them all the best in their future teaching careers.  

The school was visited on Wednesday June 17th by our local authority improvement advisor. The 
visit was a positive one, with our advisor excited by the progress which has been made in the last 

12 months. In particular, large strides have been made with attendance and behaviour, 
achievement and teaching and learning. We are still on a journey as a school, and we thank you all 

for your ongoing trust and support. The new School Improvement Plan (SIP) for the 26/27 
academic year will be shared with parents at the Parent and Carer’s Forum on July 6th. This is an 

expanded forum and all are welcome to attend.  

The PTA Summer Fiesta is on Friday June 26th from 3.15 until 5.15pm. All families are welcome, 
including those who do not attend our school, so please spread the word. Please be reminded that 

all children must be accompanied by an adult. We hope to see many of you there. All proceeds 
raised go to the school. At present, funds are being targeted for ongoing improvements to the 

playground, including the target of building steps into the bank to allow for increased use of the 
climbing equipment all year around.  

Class Swap 

This year, our Class Swap Morning will take place on Thursday, 2nd July. 

As our Year 6 pupils will be visiting their new secondary schools on this day, it provides an ideal 
opportunity for us all to try out our new classrooms, peers and maybe even teachers. 

The morning will help pupils become familiar with their new learning environment and provide an 
opportunity to ask questions, helping to ensure a smooth transition into the next academic year. 

A Week of Tests! 

Last week was a busy one for our pupils, with Year 4 completing their Multiplication Tables 
Check. This is a short online assessment where children answer a series of timed  

multiplication questions. Once the check begins, there is no opportunity to pause, so the 
children need to concentrate and work quickly! 

We were incredibly impressed with how calmly and confidently the children approached the 
challenge. They demonstrated great resilience, focus and determination throughout, and we 
are very proud of the effort they put in. Well done, Year 4! We receive news of results on 

June 22nd. 

Our Year 1 pupils were also busy completing their Phonics Screening Check. This assessment 
helps to measure children's progress in learning to read by asking them to read a mixture of 

real and made-up words. 

The children approached the screening with enthusiasm and confidence, showcasing the 
fantastic progress they have made this year. We are delighted to announce that 100% of 

the Year 1 children passed the test—an outstanding achievement. Thank you to Mrs Grady, 
Ms Knight and Mrs Ferguson for all of their hard work this year to support Year 1, and a big 

well done to all of the children! 



Summer Fiesta Donations 

As you know, our Summer Fiesta is next week, and we are looking forward to seeing many of you 
there on Friday, 26th June from 3.15pm.  Please bring friends and family along too! 

Don't forget that it is also a Tag Day (non-uniform day). In exchange, the PTA would be very 
grateful for donations to help create their fantastic Rainbow Raffle prizes. 

Please bring an item in your class colours: 

• Farah Class: something red or yellow 

• Potter Class: something blue or purple 

• Nightingale Class: something green or orange 

• Peake Class: something red or blue 
 
Donations could include sweets, chocolates, toiletries, stationery, toys, or any other suitable item in 
your class colours. 

Thank you for your support. Your donations help make the Summer Fiesta a wonderful event for all 
our children and families. 

Moving Up Resources 

The Kent School Health Team provide guidance on a range of subjects and issues.  
In particular, they offer short videos and practical guidance to support children 

through key transitions, such as starting primary school and secondary school.  If 
you’d like to take a look, please use the link below:  

https://togetherness.co.uk/moving-up/ 

After School Club 

We are currently exploring the possibility of changing our after-school club provision and would like to 
invite parents to attend our next Parent Forum on Monday, 6th July at 3.15pm. 

Representatives from New House Nursery, who currently run a successful after-school club at another 
local school, will be joining us to discuss the possibility of providing this service at our school. 

There will be an opportunity to meet Jane and Alan, find out more about the provision they offer, and 
ask any questions you may have regarding activities, staffing, costs, booking  

arrangements and the day-to-day running of the club. 

We would welcome your thoughts and feedback, so please do come along if you are  
interested. 

Celebration Assembly 

Parents are invited to join us for Celebration Assembly on Friday, 17th  
July at 2.50pm.   We will also have the draw for the Attendance Hamper! 

ELHAM FOOD & CRAFT FESTIVAL 

Following the success of Sunday's Food & Craft Festival, we are 
delighted and extremely grateful to have received a donation of 

£367.53 from Elham Garden Society and Elham Farmers' Market 
in appreciation of the use of our field for event parking. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks for their generosity and 
support. 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

All events can be found on the school website in the Calendar tab under  
Key Information 

22nd June, 3.30-4.15pm—Parent Information Meeting: New Ofsted Framework  
(in person or virtually) 

26th June—Tag Day (non uniform day) 

26th June, 3.15-5.30pm: PTA Summer Fiesta 

30th June, 9.30am —Piano/violin concert for parents of children who have lessons 

1st July—Kent Test registration closes 

1st July, 4-6pm—District Sport @ 3 Hills Sports Club  

2nd July— Yr 6 Transition Day (visiting their new secondary schools) 

2nd July—Class Swap (children spend the morning in their new classes) 

3rd July—Farah Class @ Canterbury Fire Station 

3rd July—End of Year reports sent home 

6th July, 3.15-4.15pm – Parent Forum (including the SIP and meeting New House Nursery) 

8th July, 3.15-4pm — Optional Parent/Teacher Meetings — End of Year Reports 

9th July, 10am-1pm —Sports Day (parents invited—no hot lunches served) 

10th July — whole school trip to Howletts Wildlife Park 

13th July—Peake Class @ Elham Play Park (packed lunches please) 

15th July—Farah & Potter Classes — Canterbury Mosque 

17th July, 2.50pm—Celebration Assembly—PARENTS INVITED 

20th July, 9.30am—Rock’s Cool Concert (parents of those children taking part are  
invited to attend) 

20th July, 1.30pm and 5.30pm—2 performances of the KS2 Production 

21st July, 2pm—Yr 6 Leavers’ Service in St Mary’s Church 

School Trips 

The school was noticeably quieter last week as two of our classes enjoyed exciting educational visits. 

Peake Class travelled to Discovery Park in Sandwich to take part in this year's Science Jamboree. 
Now in its 31st year, the Science Jamboree brings together STEM organisations from across the  

region to provide children with exciting, hands-on learning experiences. Alongside more than 1,600 
pupils from schools across East Kent, our children took part in a range of interactive STEM workshops 

and enjoyed a science show led by local organisations and STEM professionals. It was a fantastic  
opportunity to explore science, technology, engineering and mathematics in a fun and engaging way. 

Meanwhile, Nightingale Class spent the day at The Fifth Trust, a charity that supports adults with 
learning disabilities through creative, educational and practical activities. During their visit, the  

children had the opportunity to experience some of these activities for themselves, including looking 
around the garden centre, trying pottery and woodwork, and meeting members of the Trust. The visit  
provided valuable insight into the diverse range of people and experiences within our community and 

encouraged the children to reflect on the importance of inclusion, respect and understanding. 

Kent Fire & Rescue 

Today, the children met with a member of the Education Team from Kent Fire & Rescue, who 
spoke to them about the important role of firefighters and the wider emergency services. They  

also learned how to recognise potential fire hazards, ways to help prevent fires, and the  
importance of electrical safety, particularly safe charging practices and how these can reduce the 

risk of fire. 

We have also arranged a visit to Canterbury Fire Station in a couple of weeks' time for Farah 
Class.   



ELHAM VALLEY OPEN  
DOOR PRAYER HUB  

For information about our local churches and the services they are offering, please 
visit their website:  

https://elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk/ 






