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Goodbye and Welcome! 

Firstly, I would like to take this time to thank Mrs Wildey for the many years of high quality teaching 
support she has given to our school. It is always sad when people move on from our school, but 

even more so when they are as kind, dedicated and skilled as Mrs Wildey. We wish her all the best 
in her next journey.  

In relation to this, the school is excited to announce the recruitment of two new members of staff. 
Catherine Foster will be joining the school in September, stepping in to the TA position left by Mrs 
Wildey’s departure. Miss Foster brings experience to the role, having worked in other local schools 

across all year groups. Welcome Miss Foster.  

Miss Emily Jay will be joining the team in November, as cover for Miss Laslett’s maternity leave. 
Miss Jay was impressive throughout the recruitment process and was popular with staff and 

children alike. Miss Jay has recently graduated from CCCU and will begin her ECT journey with us.  

Finally, a warm invite to all parents and carers. The new School Improvement Plan (SIP) will be 
being shared with parents and carers at Monday’s forum. This is a good opportunity to hear about 

the priorities for the school over the next academic year and understand how and why we are 
targeting those areas. It would be great to welcome many of you.  

Mrs Wildey 

Today, we say a sad farewell to a member of staff who has been at Elham Primary School 
since 2019. She has been an integral part of our school community and has made a  

significant contribution to the lives of our children during her time with us. 

Mrs Wildey has shown unwavering dedication, kindness and commitment in her role,  
building strong relationships with pupils, families and colleagues alike. Her positive influence 

and caring nature will be greatly missed by everyone in our school community. 

We would like to thank Mrs Wildey for all she has done for Elham Primary School and wish 
her every success and happiness in the future. We know that she will be a tremendous asset 

in her new role. 

The Shackleton Cup 

Some of you with older children who attended Elham Primary School may remember a very popular 
visitor, Henry Shackleton. Each year, around Remembrance time, he would visit the school to share 
his experiences of the Second World War. A former pupil of Harvey Grammar School who went on 

to become a Lancaster pilot during the war, Henry was a much-loved figure whose visits left a 
lasting impression on many of our children. 

Last week, we were delighted to welcome his daughter, Jane, who has generously donated a 
trophy to the school: The Shackleton Cup. The trophy has been given in memory of her father and 

will be awarded annually to a child who demonstrates comradeship, kindness, consideration for 
others, and a willingness to give their time to help those around them. The recipient will be 

selected by staff from across the school. 

The inaugural Shackleton Cup will be presented at our Leavers' Service, which will take place at 
2.00pm on Tuesday, 21st July, at St Mary's Church. 



After School Club 

Come along to our Parent Forum on Monday, 6th July at 3.15pm in Potter Class to meet Jane and 
Alan from New House Nursery who are taking over the running of our after school club in  

September.  Learn more about the provision they will offer and ask any questions you may have 
regarding activities, cost, staffing and booking arrangements.  

District Sports 

This week, some our pupils enjoyed the exciting District Sports at 3 Hills.  It’s a fantastic opportunity 
for children to experience competing on a running track against pupils from around twenty schools in 
the area.  This year, we came 3rd in the smalls school category, with Flynn winning the boys’ javelin, 
Jacob winning the boys’ long jump and our Yr 5/6 girls winning the relay.  Ella came second in the 

girls’ javelin, Eloise T came second in the girls’ sprint and our Yr 3/4 team came third in the relay.  An 
outstanding performance from everyone involved.   

Congratulations to: Flynn S, Hugo, Eloise T, Harley, Kaladin, Selby, Eloise R, Zoe, Polina, Billy, Leo, 
Paighton, Audrey, Ella, Rose and Jacob for representing the school so brilliantly. 

Special mention to Teddie T and Lois who were both selected to compete but very sadly were struck 
down with injuries and were unable to take part. 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

All events can be found on the school website in the Calendar tab under  
Key Information 

6th July, 3.15-4.15pm – Parent Forum (including the SIP and meeting New House Nursery) 

8th July, 3.15-4pm — Optional Parent/Teacher Meetings — End of Year Reports 

9th July, 9am-12pm —Sports Day (parents invited—no hot lunches served) 

10th July — whole school trip to Howletts Wildlife Park 

15th July—Farah & Potter Classes — Canterbury Mosque 

16th July, 2.50pm—Celebration Assembly—PARENTS INVITED 

20th July, 9.30am—Rock’s Cool Concert (parents of those children taking part are  
invited to attend) 

20th July, 1.30pm and 5.30pm—2 performances of the KS2 Production 

21st July, 2pm—Yr 6 Leavers’ Service in St Mary’s Church 

21st July—End of Term 6 

1st September—Term 1 begins 

7th September—Guitar lessons begin (Make Time for Music) 

8th September—Piano lessons begin (Make Time for Music) 

10th September—Kent Test 

10th September—PE Lessons start (KS2 Handball, KS1 Ball skills) 

17th September, 2.45pm—EYFS Parent Reading Workshop with Mrs Grady 

12th—15th October—Scholastic Book Fair 

16th October—Sarah Prescott Photography—individual and sibling photos 

16th October—End of Term 1 

2nd November—Term 2 starts 

Summer Reading Challenge 

We were joined by members of Lyminge Library this week to talk to children about their initiative, The 
Summer Reading Challenge, “Read to the Beat” which runs from 4th July until 5th September.  It’s 

completely free and is aimed at children from 4 to 11.  The challenge encourages children to read six 
library books over the summer to earn rewards. 

It’s a great opportunity to keep children reading over the summer and if you’d like to learn more about 
it, please use the link below:  

https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge 

Celebration Assembly 

Parents are invited to join us 
for Celebration Assembly on 

Thursday, 16th  
July at 2.50pm.   We will 
also have the draw for the  

Attendance Hamper! 

Summer Fiesta 

As you know, due to the extreme heat, it was decided that we 
should postpone our Summer Fiesta.  However, it’s all happening 

on Friday, 17th July, 3.15-5.30pm! 

Please come along and support this fundraiser, bring friends and 
family too! 

Piano & Violin Concert 

Congratulations to all the children who performed in this week’s Piano and Violin Concert.  We 
were delighted to hear such wonderful performances, and are incredibly proud of everyone who 

had the confidence and courage to perform in front of the whole school and their families.   
Well done to all our talented musicians! 



ELHAM VALLEY OPEN  
DOOR PRAYER HUB  

For information about our local churches and the services they are offering, please 
visit their website:  

https://elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk/ 






